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tions on the outside of the leg, the pulse is
140; he is now quite free from pain, and
has had some sleep.

30. One P.M. The countenance is yellow ;
the pulse is 130, and intermits occasionally;
he has hiccup, and has vomited bilious mat-
ter. The thigh is discoloured in patches, as
high as the groin.

Vesp. The discoloration has now reached
the ilium. The emphysema has extended
up the left side of the abdomen, which is

very tense and tender.
31. The poor man expired this morning

at two A.M., being quite sensible to the
last.

It was surmised, from the circumstance of
profuse haemorrhage having occurred as a

consequence of the accident, as well as

from the mortification ensuing, that a lesion
of the great blood-vessels had taken place.
But we learn that upon a post-mortem ex-
amination of the limb, there was no such
injury to be detected.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.

SEVERE INJURY TO THE MEAD.

WILLIAM DEACON, aged SO, was admitted
into Harlev’s Ward, Jan. i3, under the care
of Mr. Earle. He had fallen from a cart on
his head‘, and had received a contused wound
of the scalp, over the upper part of the left
parietal bone. He was taken up insensible,
and about twenty minutes after the accident
was bled, when he became more sensible,
and answered questions. When brought to
the hospital, he was very comatose, and did
not answer any questions, although he ap-
peared sensible of what was said and done
to him. His breathing was natural; pulse
regular, and rather feeble. In a few hours
his pulse rose, and became full and hard;
he was bled to thirty ounces, and a dose of
calomel and jalap administered. His head
was shaved, and cold cloths constantly ap-
plied.
In the evening, his pulse again becoming

full and hard, twenty ounces of blood were
taken from the temporal artery.

24. He had slept but little during the
night; at times he was very restless, and
endeavoured to get out of bed. This morn-

ing lie appeared more sensible, and put out
his tongue when desired ; his pulse was full
and hard, and his skin hot. Venesection
ad xiv.

25. Was, at times, very lestless; pulse
frequent, full, and hard ; skin hot and dry ;
convulsive motions of the right side of the
face, and of the right arm and hand, were
now observed ; these attacked him in pa-

roxysms, and at short intervals. He was
cupped to sixteen ounces from the temples,
and a blister was applied to the nape of the
neck.

26. The convulsive paroxysms of the face
and arm were more frequent; his pupils
were slightly dilated, but contracted freely
on exposure to light ; respiration not dif.
ficult nor stertorous; pulse 130, andsharp;
lie passed his fasces involuntarily.
Mr. Earle was of opinion that these

symptoms were attributable to pressure on
the brain, and arose from the presence of
matter between the cranium and duramater;
and after having examined the wound, which
was in a sloughy state, with a portion of
bone, about an inch in extent, denuded ;,he
proposed the operation of trephine; this
was acceded to by Mr. Vincent and Mr,
Stanley; but Mr. Lawrence, who saw the pa.
tient shortly afterwards, W1aS decidedly averse
to it. The wound of the scalp, however,
was enlarged, and the trephine applied. On
sawing through the bone, considerable bleed.
ing took place from it; there was effusion
beneath the bone, and the dura mater was
found perfectly healthy; the brain did not
pulsate. In the evening he became very
restless ; the convulsive motions of the arm
and face were somewhat diminished, butthe
muscles of the tongue were spasmodically
affected. His pulse was frequent and hard.
Venesection ad xvi.

27. Was very restless until two o’clock
this morning, when he became more quiet,
and had some sleep ; the convulsive pa-
roxysms were less frequent, and he was
more sensible, though not able to make

replies to questions. His pulse was fre-
quent and feeble. Towards the evening he
had delirium ; his pulse became more feeble,
respiration hurried ; extremities cold. He
died at two o’clock on the following mom.
in g.

E,tanzination, eight hours after death.

I On removing the dura mater, about an
ounce of coagulated blood was found on the
superior part of the left hemisphere of the
brain, and nearly opposite to the perforation
which had been made in the skull; the brain
was somewhat flattened in this situation;
the dura mater appeared healthy. The an.
terior inferior angle of the left parietal bone
was fractured, and at the corresponding
part of the brain blood was effused into its
substance, and formed with it a dark colour-
ed pulpy mass about the size of a walnut;
the surrounding cerebral substance was soft.
ened. The pia mater was very vascular,
and thickened ; no serous effusion beneath
the arachnoid, nor increased quantity in the
ventricle.


